Based upon the protocol of hospitality customs outlined in my study of 
T center on the obligations of the visited community to provide hospitality. While the failure of the citizenry is highlighted, the narrative also contains a subplot in which a &dquo;righteous man&dquo; is saved despite his own violations of custom. Instead of a citizen of the town offering hospitality, in both cases it is a &dquo;resident alien&dquo; who, without the right to do so, brings the visitor(s) into his house. Although a customary pattern seems to be operating here, in fact from the moment when Lot and the Ephraimite invite the angels and the Levite, respectively, to share the comforts of their home, the audience certainly realizes that this narrative can only end in tragedy for the town and its inhabitants.
I will first examine the narrative in Gen 19:1-11, since it is my contention, shared with others (McKenzie: 165; Soggin, 1985: 183-84; Lasine: In this opening passage, clearly a parallel to Gen 18: l, the angels approach Sodom with the mission to investigate the city and its inhabitants. The narrative depends at this point on the bargaining session between Abraham and God in Gen 18:22-33 with regard to the number of &dquo;righteous&dquo; men necessary to save the city of Sodom. Lot, at evening, is sitting in the gate of the city-paralleling Abraham's reclining &dquo;at the door of his tent during the heat of the day.&dquo; In each episode, the entrance way marks a path into a habitation, which must be guarded at all times. In addition, both gate and doorway function as legally significant sites in this and other narratives (Matthews 1987:25-35 (Spring, 1991) , 13-21. The fact that Lot has a place in the gate suggests he has won a measure of acceptance from the citizens of Sodom since this is a place reserved for business and legal transactions. It is a place of honor for the elders of the city (Prov 31:23) , marking them and the citizens as free men, able to pass without question in and out of the city (Gen 23:10, 18; Speiser, 22) . As a resident alien, Lot had apparently obtained some of these rights, but not the ability to act on behalf of the city. (Herzfeld, 1987:77) . The text indicates that they had planned to go to the rehob (Matthews, 1987:29-30 (Matthews 1987:34 
